T erft^d Illegal AH^ 


■* * ^ ^ ,- ^By Christophei: Dickey, 

. Washlniton Post staff Writer 

- V Henry Fairlle, a British journalist 
who’ has built his reputation in the 
United States writing about the Amer- 

' lean scepe in such publications as The ^ 
Washington Post and The New Repub- 
lic Magazine, has lived in this country 
for more than 10 years as an illegal 
kalieni according to immigration , of fi- 
t.-cials. 

„ : 'FalrUe, who told a U.S. Immigration , 
i and Naturalization Service biyestlga- 
», tot that he misplaced his British pass- 
Tport several years ago,' technlcaUy 
has been given until March 9 to leave 
rthe United States voluntarily. But, 
the officials said, he has severpl op- 
i'. tions available to him and may re- 
■ celve extensions 6f his deflarture date 
until he can successfully legalize his 
' immigration status. '' - ■ > 

Fairlle told the immigration service; 

- that in 1975 he walked Into the Deri- • 
ver district office' of the INS to try to ‘ 
straighten out his ^tatus. He said that 

^ ■ he filed the proper forms at the time, 
but an INS spokesman said yesterday 
'-’that ther was “no record” of such an 
application. It is not clear Whether or 
7 not the forms were lost, though many 
: are each year, according to INS offi- 
cials. . , 

: Hii o«w brought to 'the itteit- 

;• tion o< tho WMblngtoo tN8, oKioe 

> earlier this y««r wh«nst*Heri l» pen- ^ 

: ver hoUcid hli wheWebouts And, on 
’ examining hli fllej discovered thet ho 
?, had been ordered 10 leave tb* (ooun- 
P tryltt-lW6, 

s Fairlle wee edfflitted to the United 
1 States'ln 1966 on a 'journalist’s visa 
i that, according to a spokesman for the 
i INS, normally would expire after one 
! year. In Falrlie’s case, the spokesman 
said, it apparently was never renewed. 
Since its expiration he has beent in' ; 


immigration jargon, “out oi status”' 7 ^ 
that is, an illegal alien. ' ' ' • 

i ■ Fairlie eventualiy could be deported, 
but INS officials said yesterday that the 
chances of that happening now.Sre rel^ 
tivelysllm., 

The officials pointed' to several a^ 
pects of Fairlie’s case that may work 
in his favor: he has lived 'in the 
United States for more than seven 
years, he )has told,. the. INS he jias a 
daughter Uvlng here who is a legal 
permanent resident and he may be 
able to demonstrate that he has un- 
usual skills not readUy found in the 
American work force; Under cun«nt 
laws any one of these factors coiild 
enable him to legaUze his status. • ' 
Fairlie has cooperated fully wdtn 
the INS since he was ordered to ap- 
pear Jor an toterview on Feb. ,{l, :;.Qfr 
ficials said. V; ...-i :.vj ■ 

Though wluctant to ^k_ about his 
situation' yesterday, Fairlle said,‘j “I 
■ reject the idea of a' problem [witii iin^- 
: gration].” ' .' i'-:'.' - 

■ He said he told a, fevy close friends 
that he was having some difficulttes 
and, “As everyone points out,” he 
said, “I’ve hardly been hiding my- 
self.” 

Since he came to America, the 65-year- 


Fairlie 


old FhirUe has ■ published several 

books, inaucflng- ’’’Me Ke^ 

ise," “The’ Spoiled Child of the West- 
ern World,”’ ‘and most’ recently ‘‘The 
Seven Dead^^Sihs.” ' He has re^- 
Isu-ly '/publish^ artiiaes ih 'humerous 
inagazihes, written ’ a seiniinonthiy 
column' iter ‘The-; P osV^- OutlooK 
tibn and is k' contributing editpr for 
the new Republic. ' ' , ■ 

"Famlle'.sad’t^^^ I 

“0vergrpw4-hhdergro b®.. hever 
acquired ' a Social security number, 

^ never even Opened. a ChecklUg account j- 
because of aU the questions a5h®4 ..®n 
tile SppUcatibn foimsiV ;; , 

“It’s very ditticult' to live out Of I 
statusl”: Faiflie 'said.:' “I 'Used to look' 

. at those figiu:eS. [estimates of the num- 
ber of iUegal aliens in the Umted , 
' statesprl^ ' iilliioh; ' aUd ' think, ‘Who 
are the Other', il,999,99W'”.^;^'. \^ i 
Now, he .said, he, hopes eve^^aUy, 
to i become ah citizen of the united 
' States. ‘ *‘I’ve ' written' this :^ahd itis 
true,” he safd, “It’s my homfe” ' ' 





